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Acereditation to varsities could
soon he given by private players

NeelamPandey
« Pesla pacey@hinduskantives.com

NEWDELH: Privatesector players
may soon get powers to grant
accreditation touniversities, col:
leges and other institutions of
higherlearninginthecountry. At
present, this funclion is vesied
solely with the National Asscss-
mentand Acereditation Council
(NAAC), anautonomousinstitu-
tion under the UGC's jurisdic-
tion,

Official sourcessaid this step
couldbelakentoend the NAAC's
“monopoly” and ensure trans-
parencyinthe process.

Governmentthink-tank NTTT

THEMOVEWAS

Aayog had recently asked the
human resource development
(HRD)ministry toallowaccredi-
fation by vepuled privateplayers.
Sourcessaidthegovernmentwas
likely toaceeptitsrecommenda-
finn.

“Just like NAAC, which is a
government hody, there will be
otherprivateagenciesthatcarry
out the work in keeping with
strictprotocolspreseribed by the
UGC. Universities and institu-
tionswill befreetochoose which
agencytheywanttoapproach,”a
seniior HRD official said.

“This will bring in greater
transparency and reduce the
timetakenforaccreditation,” the
officialadded,

Iftherccommendation comes
through, the task of identifying
polential private accreditation
agencies will begin soon, he
added.
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Accreditation...

NAAChadsuspendeditsappli-
cationprocessin Marchtocarry
outan overhaulofitsgradingsys-
tem. Themove wasinitiated after
complaintsof subjectivity in the
accreditation process — besides
alleged corruption and miscon-
duct by peer teams during field
visits — emerged from various
guarters.

“Atpresent, weropein teach-
ersand professorsfrom different
mstitutions to carry out inspec-
tions for accreditation work.
This, naturally,affects theirnor-
malroutine. Asthereisan urgent
need for independent assessors
who specialise in conducting
accreditation work, privateplay-
ers should be given an opportu-
nity. However, thismustbedone
under a strict regulatory frame-
work to ensure that guality is
maintained.” saidformer cabinet
secretary TSR Subramanian,
whohasprepared thedraftreport
on theneweducation policy.

A-++1is the highest grade cur-
rently beingprovided by NAAC,
which aceredits universities,
autonomous colleges, affiliated/
constituent colleges and scien-
tific institutions, among others.
Following complaintsofcorrup-
tion, weightage of 80% has been
proposed for self-reported data




